Construct Chains (word pairs)

Uses: The construct state is used to express possessive relationships between nouns, and aso
some of the relationships that are expressed by the preposition “of”. If you are familiar with
declined languages like German or Latin, the construct state is used like the genitive case. The
normal, non-construct form of the noun is called the absol ute state.

Below are examples of phrases wherethe construct would be used in Bibilical Hebrew:
the doorposts of your house

the son of the king*

the king’ s son*

the man’s house

the city of the king

*note that the difference in English between a possessive like the king's son and a prepositional
phrase like the son of the king is one of style or emphasis, not meaning.

Sound changes:

A series of wordsin the construct state is prounounced as a single unit, with the accent on the
accented syllable of the final word. The final word in the construct chain isawaysin the
absolute, all other words are in construct. Because of the movement of the stress, certain changes
occur in the construct forms. Some constructs have endings that allow you to easily identify
construct forms, others show only vowel changes, or no changes at all. A few basic principles
govern the changes to vowels in construct forms:

1. Long vowelsin closed, unaccented syllables are shortened

2. Long vowelsin open syllables that end up two or more syllables away from the
accent volatilize, that is, they become vocal shevas. Remember that the accent in
aconstruct chain is on the accented syllable of the final word. This meansthat a
vowel can end up two or more syllables away from the accent, even if theword in
which the vowel occurs has only one or two syllables.

3. If the #2 above resultsin two vocal shevas being together, the first will become a
full vowel again, usually a short vowel.

4. Nothing happens to unchangeably long vowels.



The Easy Cases:.

(Feminine) nounsendingin _

the N becomes N

the _ shortensto _ (the closed syllable rule; #1 above)
the usual vowel shortenings associated with constructs will take place

Examples:
absolute form add the ending vowel changes fina construct form
AR nnna* long vowelsin open nnN2a
' ' unaccented syllables o
become vocal shevas
(MIN2*). We cannot
have two vocal shevas
together, so the first
one becomes afull
vowel
Q)NJa) MmN myn
NP" nM» nM»

» An asterisk in front of aword form means that it’s a hypothetical form being used for
illustration purposes. Y ou won't actually seethisform in any real text.

Some words that follow this pattern have irregular vowel changes, for example nog\?‘p , which
becomes NNAYN in the construct.




(Masculine) pluralsending in o,

D becomes?.

the usual vowel shortenings associated with constructs will take place

absolute form

add the ending

vowel changes

final construct form

DU

PUIN

long vowelsin an
open syllable become
vocal shevas (YYUIN*).
We cannot have two
vocal shevas together,
so the first becomes a
full vowel

PUIN

D737

T

the long vowel
becomes avocal sheva
(©>727%). Thefirst
shevathen becomes a
full vowel

AT

7Y

the long vowel
becomes avocal sheva
(O72Y*). Thenthe
first sheva becomes a
full vowel

T

Feminine pluralsending in )

the 1) ending remains the same
the usual vowel shortenings associated with constructs will take place

absolute form vowel changes fina construct form
nna long vowel reduces nia
mnavn long vowel reduces. [ NINAYIN
' The resulting two o
shevas are allowed
because thefirstis
silent, not vocal.
mnv long vowel reduces m)g\):)
N long vowel reduces NN




The Less Easy Cases

Singular nounswith only one syllable:

No changes if the vowel isshort or unchangeably long

Absolute Construct
WN YN

oy oy

»Y »Y

N2 N2

mn mn

oy oy

If the vowel is changeably long, it will shorten

Absolute Construct
13 =

o7 071

™ ™

oY oY

AN and NN aresimply irregular

W o
nX Ny




Two syllable nouns

If thefirst syllableis open and the second closed, thefirst vowel will become a vocal
sheva and the second will shorten if possible

Absolute Construct
31 21
N1 (prophet) N
D1 (place) m)[PJA]

If both syllables are closed, only the long vowel in the second syllable will shorten

Absolute Construct
LIV LIV
127m 1271m
Segholates

Segholates are a special class of noun. In the singular, they have two syllables and are
always accented on the first syllable. The vowel of the second syllable is usually a segol,
but it may be a patach if the middle or final consonant is a gutteral.

Segholates always have the same form in the construct asin the absolute:

o1
Wl

WY
T
v9)
T
N
ono



